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PROJECT OUTLINE
The quality of our downtown has a significant impact on the experiences and interactions of both the locals and visitors to Reno. Quality urban design makes a valuable 
contribution to the economy by promoting the enjoyment of walking through the city as a journey, not just a thoroughfare. Local businesses can attract new customers; 
sidewalks can become activated and serve as extensions of our street fronting developments. Quality urban design integrates natural and built environments to 
influence our physical health and well-being. This provides opportunities for a healthier lifestyle and community interactions.

Creating quality urban spaces for people does not take one singular solution. The opportunity for CitiCenter Plaza is to be part of a network of urban experiences and 
connections; to be a catalyst for a series of outdoor spaces that encourages people to be downtown & to experience all that Reno has to offer. The opportunity for 
CitiCenter Plaza is to enhance the Reno vibe, to expand upon the characteristics of downtown Reno and to create a place for people.

The CitiCenter Plaza RFP design proposes to integrate adjacent under-utilized properties (of the same ownership) to create a sequence of visually and pedestrian-
connected urban spaces that enhance the experience of Downtown Reno. This sequence includes:

• A new downtown green lawn
• A permanent place for food trucks, vendors & shaded outdoor seating
• A re-use of existing trees
• An activated public corner at the intersection of E. 4th Street & Virginia Street with a container coffee shop, pop-up art gallery, satellite office for the Downtown Reno

Partnership Ambassadors & public restrooms
• A safe & secure mid-block pedestrian link from the CitiCenter Plaza to Virginia Street
• A flexible space that could allow for public events & activation when curated, and off-street public parking during week-days
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BRINGING SOFTNESS
GREEN SPACES
RESIDENTS

TO DOWNTOWN
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RENO, LIKE MANY OTHER CITIES, IS BEGINNING TO TRANSITION 
AWAY FROM PLANNING AROUND THE AUTOMOBILE

A HISTORY OF PRIORITIZING CARS
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CREATING PLACES FOR 
PEOPLE IN THE STREETS
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“WE NEED MORE GREEN SPACES. THERE IS NOWHERE TO GO 
AND HAVE A PICNIC DOWNTOWN. MAYBE A PLACE FOR FOOD 
TRUCKS. SOMEWHERE SAFE, OUTDOORS; A PLACE TO CHILL 
AND ENJOY BEING IN DOWNTOWN RENO.”
- KAT, MANAGER AT SEE SEE MOTOR COFFEE CO.

“I’D LOVE TO SEE MORE LOCALS COMING DOWNTOWN. I SPEAK 
WITH A LOT OF TOURISTS, AND THAT’S GREAT, BUT I WOULD 
LOVE TO SEE MORE PEOPLE FROM RENO COMING DOWNTOWN 
TO HANGOUT MORE OFTEN, NOT JUST WHEN EVENTS ARE ON.”
- JOY, DOWNTOWN RENO PARTNERSHIP AMBASSADOR

“I WISH RENO WOULD GROW MORE; MORE HOUSING AND MORE 
RESTAURANTS. THE QUAINTNESS OF RENO IS STILL PRESENT 
AND I LOVE THAT, BUT WE CAN BE SO MUCH MORE.”
- SARAH, SERVER AT WASHOE PUBLIC HOUSE
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low winter solar access

high summer solar access
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ACTIVATED

encourages use throughout the year 
by residents and visitors alike

ENGAGING

creates a space that supports
community building and prosperity

INTEGRATED

a cohesive addition to surrounding
Reno and its needs

FLEXIBLE

can host a variety of events and
experiences at different capacities

PLANNING PRINCIPLES
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“PLAZAS, SQUARES, GREENS, COURTS, PASEOS, PASSAGES, 
AND PUBLIC SPACE ARE CIVILIZING TOOLS THAT ENABLE OUR 
CITIES TO BE MORE LIVABLE AS THEY RESPECTFULLY CONNECT 
EVERYONE TO EACH OTHER.”
- HOWARD BLACKSON, NEW URBANIST



DE BARTOLO + RIMANIC DESIGN STUDIO 25

ROTATED GRIDLINES

TRUE NORTH CONCEPT

connection to
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DISCLAIMER
All design plans, elevations, 3D artist renderings + imagery are conceptual only and are provided subject to erros + omissions in the information without notice. No representation of a guarantee warranty or certification is 
intended, expressibvely or implied to the accuracy of this concept to the regulatory guidelines of the localized governing authoritites design guidelines. All spatial layouts, development summary information, elevations, 
building massing + images represented should be verified by buyer and/or seller prior to sale and/or transfer of property. This document is a design concept only, not for approval or construction.




